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The Presiding Officer 
c/o The Chamber Desk 
Room G10 
Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP         
 
15 June 2020 
 
Presiding Officer, 

 
THE PRISONS AND YOUNG OFFENDERS INSTITUTIONS (CORONAVIRUS) (SCOTLAND) AMENDMENT 
RULES 2020 

 
The above instrument was made by the Scottish Ministers under sections 39 of the Prisons (Scotland) 
Act 1989 on 15 June 2020.  It is being laid before the Scottish Parliament today and is to come into 
force on 15 June 2020, immediately after it is made.  
 
Section 28(2) of the Interpretation and Legislative Reform (Scotland) Act 2010 has not been complied 
with. In accordance with section 31(3) of that Act, this letter explains why. 
 
COVID-19 continues to impact on the operation of the prison system in Scotland.  These changes to 
the Prison Rules are being taken forward to further support SPS’ response to the exceptional 
pressures facing prisons during this outbreak.  The amendments provide for the introduction of virtual 
visits, prisoner mobile telephony and in-cell telephony and will enable those in our care to maintain 
contact with family and friends during times when actual physical visits to an establishment are not 
possible and, guided by public health advice, are likely to be more challenging to facilitate in future.   
 
Families and social networks are a significant motivating and stabilising factor on those in our care.   
Providing them with the ability to maintain those relationships is seen as a key factor in enabling SPS 
to maintain operational stability during this challenging time, and helps us to maintain the safe and 
humane operation of prisons in Scotland.  These changes are also designed to help SPS reduce the 
risks of the virus spreading within prisons and to protect the health of those living and working in our 
prisons. 

 
It has not been possible to comply with the 28-day rule in these circumstances. This is due to the need 
to implement a change to the Prison Rules quickly in order to properly equip prison Governors with 
the means to provide those in our care with the ability maintain contact with their family and friends 
both during the coronavirus outbreak and beyond. These new forms of communication require 
specific provision in the Prison Rules to ensure that SPS can properly and legally regulate their use so 
as to protect prisoners, their family and friends and those who work in the prison.   
 



 

The outbreak has necessitated a number of restrictions to the prison regime including restrictions on 
prison visits. These new forms of telecommunications are therefore vital in order to safeguard the 
Convention rights of prisoners and their families during this difficult time. As a result, the changes to 
the Prison Rules need to be brought into effect immediately. 
 
SPS requires these changes to the Prison Rules, which are designed to support SPS’ continuing 
response to the exceptional pressures facing prisons during the current COVID-19 outbreak, to be in 
force as soon as possible. These changes are intended to remain in place after the outbreak so as to 
continue to maximise the contact that prisoners can have with their family and friends while detained 
in prison. 
 
 
 

 
 
TERESA MEDHURST  
Chief Executive (Interim), SPS 


